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Happy New (Academic) Year! 

Welcome back! SACRE hopes that you have all had a good and relaxing summer 

and that the start of the school year has been going smoothly. Over the 

summer, secondary students have received their results in all subjects and 

there has been much discussion about the new specifications and the decline 

in RS entries at both GCSE and A Level. This is of concern to us all. But so is the 

importance of good RE in KS 1-3 and the wider view of the purposes of RE in 

particular and education in general. SACRE hopes that all pupils in all schools, whatever their designation, receive 

an education that helps them develop as people and not just as exam successes, important though that is. We 

thank our teachers for all the hard, exhausting, often emotionally draining, but also inspiring and fulfilling work 

that they do to make learning in RE both informative and meaningful. We wish you and your pupils all the best for 

the coming year. 

 

STOP PRESS  SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE Local networking 

A FREE network meeting for RE teachers working or living in South Oxfordshire. 

To be held from 4.00 to 6.00 pm on Monday 8th Oct 2018 at The Aureus School, 

Didcot.  

SACRE is running a first (we hope of many) network for RE teachers, both primary and secondary. By attending 

you will: 

 Receive information from and about faith groups in Oxfordshire  

 discuss how we can collaborate to develop high quality RE 

 share good practice and air concerns 

 suggest what support do teachers want and need  

 plan how to move forward with setting up local teacher networks 

 contribute to review of the agreed syllabus 

Please let us know if you will be attending by contacting Helen Batten, the clerk to SACRE 

Helen.Batten@Oxfordshire.gov.uk Refreshments will be provided. Places are limited to 30, so book early! 

Look out for similar events across the county over this year. 

Have you joined the OxonBucksRE local Facebook group? If not, you can do so by clicking here.  

If you have, please use it to share information, ideas and mutual support across all aspects of RE in all types of 

schools. We will be able to develop and share resources, plan meetings and CPD, raise questions and above all 

celebrate and promote the good work going on in our schools. I hope you will want to be part of a growing and 

thriving RE community across two counties! 
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RE Council Commission on RE: Final Report 

The Commission on RE has published its final report, ‘Religion and 

Worldviews: The Way Forward’. It is a detailed report with background to 

the current state of RE, evidence collected and 11 recommendations. This is 

the most significant report on RE in at lease 30 years and should be read by 

all involved in RE. The headlines have focussed on a change of name (Religion and 

Worldviews) and including non-religious worldviews. This is intended, though, as more 

than a name-changer. It is to be a game-changer. It suggests a national entitlement; no 

more local determinism; and most significantly, that the government takes it seriously 

and supports it through education policy and with significant funding and resources. 

There is no doubt that RE has suffered from lack of these over the last 20 years and if 

this report is to make any difference, the way it is taken up by government will be 

critical.  

You can access the report and other guidance here. 

Website update 

More up-todate contacts are now available for some faith groups on the SACRE RE page on the OCC public 

website (here) . There is still more to be added!  

Again, if you could spare a few minutes to look at these and email me 

(bjvmoore@ol.com) with what you would like to see on the SACRE website. I can then 

take your suggestions to SACRE members and OCC and we can improve it more in line 

with your needs. Please do help us with this. Our intention is to have an improved web 

page for teachers by the beginning of Sept 2018, so suggestions over the next two half-

terms, up to the beginning of June, should give us time to implement them. 

Some reminders 

SMSC Quality Mark(here)    REQM here                         

 

 

NATRE Membership 

Are you a member of NATRE? It is well worth becoming a member. You receive a termly mailing, access support 

and receive a monthly news bulletin. Details from their web page: https://www.natre.org.uk/  

Their annual conference, ‘Strictly RE’ will be on Sat 26th Jan 2019 in London. Book early, as places go very quickly! 

Resources: 

Science and Religion: Terraforming a resource to help plan KS 3 lesson ideas for exploring science and religion. 

Download from NATRE here.  

If you have any suggestions or contributions to future editions or events, please contact Bill Moore, adviser to 

SACRE. 

07749211997 

bjvmoore@aol.com 

www.justbmoore.com  
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